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pointment. In that year the Irish Free State insisted Chapter
effectively on securing the selection of its own nominee,    __1
Mr. T. Healy, as Governor-General, a precedent fol-
lowed in the selection in 1928 of Mr. James McNeill.
The Imperial Conference of 1930 conceded the Do-
minion right of choice, which was followed by the
appointment of Sir Isaac Isaacs as Governor-General
of the Commonwealth despite his great age and the
objections of the opposition, and by the selection by
Canada with general approval of Lord Bessborough as
Governor-General. Canada, like the Union, which has
also secured its own way in the matter, is opposed to
the selection of local men, on the sound ground that
accusations of partisanship are inevitable, as was shown
in the Australian case. Where, as in the Union, racial
feeling runs high such a selection is specially open to
difficulty. In the provinces Canadians naturally are
regularly selected, but the office is of less consequence,
and even so instances have occurred in which it has
been necessary to remove Lieutenant-Governors before
the expiry of the normal term of office, five years, on
the score of partisanship.
In Australia the States have repeatedly raised the
question of appointment of local men. No agreement
has ever been reached among the States or even con-
sistently by any State Government. But there is ob-
viously serious risk of partiality in local selections.
What might happen is shown by what has happened
when Governors have been absent and the govern-
ment has been in the hands of local men acting in their
place. In 1920 the acting Governor of Queensland,
a Labour nominee, swamped unconstitutionally the
Legislative Council of Queensland in order to secure